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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Man has always lived among other men in a social world, as it were,
which, from time immemorial, includes a spiritual and religious milieu, Man's
spiritual sights may be imaginary, but human beings almost Tuiiversally believe
strongly that it is real; indeed, more real and more compelling and a greater
constraining force than most of the other aspects of societal living: plqrsi-
cal, psychological, and economic. Belief in supernatural phenomena have helped
to shape man's activities in countless ways.
It was Emile Durkheim the great French sociologist who conceptualized
religion as entirely a "social thing," His postiilations involved two distinct
theses; first, that religious ideas and practices refer to or symbolize the
social group and, second that association is the generating sotirce or contri¬
buting cause of religious experience, Durkheim states that:
A religion is a unified system of beliefs and practices
relative to sacred things, that is to say, things set
apart and forbidden—beliefs and practices which unite
into one single word community called a church, all
those who adhere to them,,, the idea of religion is
Inseparable from that of the church, it makes it clear
that ^ny approach to^^ religion shovild be an eminently
collective thing.
Religion is also an institutional force that is interconnected with
other social institutions. Social institutions like the church, the factory,
the school and the family function to satisfy human needs: hunger, thirst,
vanity, fear of the supernatural, and sex. In defining religious institutions,
W. G, Sumner states:
1
Emile Durkheim, tr, by J, W, Swain, The Elementary Forms of the Reli¬
gious Life, (London, 191^) p, 1^7,
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As an institution, it Religion/ is a framework of
customs, rites, symbols, phrases, scriptures, apparatus,
altars, temples, costumes, and various other details.
The institution holds the ideas together and perpetuates
them.^
All of which is to say: real or unreal, man has conceived the spiritual en^
vironment to be basic to his sxxrvival and interests, and accordingly, he has
endeavored to use the institution of the church as an agency of social con¬
trol.
Few, if any, are qualified to say what kinds of religious experience or
church affiliation are best for people outside one's own social milieu. This
is a matter of social organization, life conditions, and a great many variables
touching upon the individual's life: physical, economic, political and spiri¬
tual, Just vhere the individual in any society will find himself spiritually
depends largely not only upon the cult\iral Lmperatives of survival, but also
upon personal - social orientations and alternatives.
In denominationalized modern religions the church has come to have only
a limited claim over the life activities of its members. The modern protes-
tant church has become interconnected with other social institutions and its
members enter into associations with a multiplicity of social groups. For
example, they may join business organizations, fraternal associations, recre¬
ational groups, professional bodies, civic associations and a host of others.
Thus, membership in a religious group is but one of a large number of speciali¬
zed types of associations. Therefore, the modern denominational church re¬
presents but a segment of the individual's total experiences.
2
W, G. Sumner and A, G. Keller, The Science of Society (New Haven, 1927),
P. 429
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This is not the case in other types of religious experience. In some
churches, like that of the Amish of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, the total life
of the individual is confined to his religious body, and all behavior is con¬
trolled by its doctrine. The "oneness” of everybody is stressed. Members
will proudly say that, "we do not belong to lodges, fraternities, sororities
or any kind of secret orders because Jesus said, ‘Nothing have I said in
secret,’ and we should work in the open and the Lord, then will reward you
openly*, In this connection, Kimball Young says:
Aside from stimulating individual participation in
various group situations, religious experience, at
least in our Western culture, acts as an important
balancing factor in personality. Such experience
gives the person faced with difficulties, crises, or
conflicts, surcease from worry and considerable faith
in himself. If one believes in retribution hereafter,
his conviction not only aids him in living up to the
morals of his society, but it may assist him in
carrying on in the face of defeats at the hands of
those who abuse him,-^
Religious life among Negroes in the United States has been the object
of extensive sociological study. Indeed, it is a sociological fact that the
major integrating and cohesive force in Negro life and culture is to be found
in the religious beliefs and spiritual living. Notwithstanding, there is no
such a thing as a homogenous Negro religionj religious experiences among
Negroes are highly differentiated, and are always related to their life con¬
ditions as they must live in association with others. E, T. Krueger has made
an Intensive stxidy of religious live among Negroes, He writes:
Negro religious practices vaiy widely. It would be a
serious mistake to assume otherwise. There are Negro
chTirches with distinctly foimal and intellectvialized
expression and there are those which are highly ex¬
pressive and informal. The latter are, of course, in
the vast majority. In spite of this diversity of
3
Kimball Young, Sociology (New York, 19U2), p, 502,
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practice, comnion elements and forms of religious
expression are discernible. We shall mean, by
elements, the psychic qualities of response, and
by forms, the objective modes of response. A
chief element in Negro religious expression is
spontaneity.... Closely allied vd.th the element
of spontaneity is that of expressiveness. A third
element is excitement. The fourth element of Negro
religious expression is rhythm. The fifth element
is interest in the dramatic. The sixth element is
the love of magic. The Negro church today seems to
be dropping many of these forms, and making some of
them less expressive and more formal. It is in the
churches which are Isolated or which include the
lower and submerged classes that the traditional
forms are chiefly retained.
The church is the center of Negro social organi¬
zation. It is in his church that the Negro is least
open to criticism and most free to express himself.
His religion is a form escape, a way of securing re¬
lief and catharsis. His outmoded theology with its
emphasis upon a magical divine manipulation and in¬
tervention and upon a glamorous future world still
provides opportunity to drench his spirit in rapturous
feeling as an antidote for a realistic world,.,.^
Purpose.—This is an attempt to describe and analyze the origin, organi¬
zational structure and the membership of a Negro religious faith in a comtem-
porary southern urban community. The chief aims here are: (l) the social
characteristics of the membership; (2) personal and social orientations of
the membership; and (3) the personal and social adaptations.
The church is the Hinsley Temple, Church of God in Christ, located in
a southern city, Atlanta, Georgia. The more than two million members of the
Church of God in Christ are known as "Saints" in most Merican communities
where they have churches. Members of the church have attracted wide attention
with their doctrinal interpretations of the scriptures, with their distinctive
u
E, T. Krueger, "Negro Religious Expression," American Journal of Socio¬
logy Vol. 38 (1932-33), PP. 22-31.
5
manner of religious expression, with their unique church services, and most
of all, by the religious ferver with which they make known their adherence
to church doctrines*
Accordingly, the effort here is to gather, arrange, order, and analyze
data that will shed light upon the folloYdng problems*
a* The factors associated with the selective pulls of
church spectacular growth in membership,
b* The satisfactions afforded the individuals who be¬
long to the church*
c. The kinds of a voltintary associational grouping and
their functions within the church,
A series of correlary questions that are sociologically relevant to
this investigation are:
a. Tllfhat is the influence of this church in the lives of
the older and of the younger members?
b. What differences, if any, can be found in the social
characteristics between older and younger members?
c. To what extent does this church control the lives of
its members?
d* What adaptations has the church had to make in order
to hold its members and gain new ones?
Data and Methodology*—The data for this study were collected through
the techniques of (l) participant observation, (2) interviewing, (3) the
compilation of statistical materials through the use of a schedule, and (U)
the examination of docmentary sources.
For a study valid, the researcher must select a method that, which when
applied, will provide data pertinent for the study. Often, as was the case
with Charles Booth, in his Intensive studies of the life and labor of the,
people of London,^ it is necessary to become ”a part of the phenomenon being
5 ^ —
Charles Booth, Life and Labor of People in London (London, 1897),
p* 6*
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studied; that is to play the role of a participant observer," However,
it should be recognized that one recognized limitation of participant ob¬
servation is that often the participant is not wholly accpeted into the group
vdiich he purports to study, and for this reason loses or never has the chance
to accumulate pertinent Information, It is also recognized that even if an
observer is able to establish rapport and become accepted, frequently his own
experiences precludes complete understanding of feeling, tones, and accord¬
ingly he fails to gain insight into the inner life and experiences of the
person or group being studied.
Some of the ILmitations of participant observation as a method of re¬
search were partially overcome. For example, being a member of the church to
be studied, and already familiar with the life, conditions, motivations, and
sensitivities of study population, methods of observations were made with con¬
siderable ease. Also helpful is the fact that Identification and association
with the church from birth of the Investigation the congregation did not view
observations of the Investigator as being for the sole purpose of scrutiny;
they felt at ease and were not threated by the presences of the observer being
a part of the church, enabled the observer to gather Information about the
church that might have been unavailable to others, i^Jhile there are members
of the chiirch who are aware of research studies and would lend themselves to
such a study, a study including only persons with this type xinderstanding
would not give a true representation of the church. The observer felt it neces¬
sary, if pertinent data were to be obtained, to make personal contact for the
purpose of penetrating the inner life organizations of the membership. There¬
fore, previous contacts and an acquaintance with and knowledge about the
church enabled the researcher to secure the cooperation necessary to obtain
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the pertinent data. It was felt that the association with the group, which
existed prior to this study, was of paramount importance.
In some instances after the purpose of the study was explained to in¬
formants, direct questions on the schedule were asked. In other instances,
the technique of free associations, was employed and testimonials were re¬
corded for analysis. All informants appeared quite willing to cooperate in
the study; all showed a willingness to answer questions; indeed all accepted
the study as worthwhile. These conditions added to the validity of the data
used in the study.
A schedule was constructed which was designed to get at (l) social
characteristics of the membership; (2) the personal and social orientations
of the membership; and (3) the personal and social adaptations. The questions
were seldom asked directly, but rather as a part of an informal conversation.
(See schedule in appendix.)
In addition to the above methods and techniques, information on the
historical background and setting of the church was sec\ired from the Church
Yearbook and other documentary materials published by the national statisti¬
cian of the church. A card file, which is kept at the church, was used for
securing quantifiable data. Other historical information vas secured through
interviews—conversations with some of the older members.
Background of The Church of God in Christ.—It was back in the yecir 1Q9$
when a group of religiously dedicated "Brothers,” led by Elders Charles H.
Mason, C. P. Jones, and others, began a searching study of the Christian
Scriptures to clarify their minds on matters of doctrine, that the Church of
God in Christ has its beginning. While searching the Scriptures they came
to the spiritual conviction that they could not be saved without "holiness,"
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They were "sanctified through the tinith" and began to preach this doctrine to
their hearers.
The 'Church of God in Christ,' started by Elder
Charles H, Mason in 1895, at Memphis, Tennessee.
The church doctrine is Trinitarian. God is the
Fatherj Christ was, and is the Son of God, equal
in wisdom and power. The communicants believe
in the personality of the Holy Spirit; ...that
He proceedeth from the Father and Son; and that
the Holy Spirit is the chief executive of the
Trinity through which the plan of salvation is
carried on in this earth.'
...the services in the Holiness church are
divided into three parts. They begin on a very
simple level. All communicants, or those who
want to participate, bow on their knees in pray¬
er. Each one prays in his own way. A general
humming, groaning, and moaning begins, with
occasional comprehensible utterances of prayers
made by some. This goes on sometimes for more
than an hour. The praying gradually grows louder
until the interior of the building is filled with
a confusion of sounds, and individual utterances
are lost in the din.
...the purpose of this first part to put it the
way a more sophisticated young evangelist expressed
it is 'to get in tune with the Infinite,' 'It is
through prayer,' he said, 'that we unlock the
gates of heaven, walk into the sanctum sanctomm
and commune with the Holy Ghost.'
...the second part of the services of this group
consists of three types of activities, singing,
handclapping and dancing, and recitation of exper¬
iences. Many join in the dancing until a large
number are participating, and the building is creak¬
ing from rhythmic vibrations. Each one has enough
individuality to enable an observer to distinguish
her dance as her own pattern.
...the third and concluding part of the services
is a sermon which reminds one very much of the old-
fashioned, fiindamentalist sermons of evangelistic
days. The minister shows a degree of action d\iring
his exhortations coii5)arable to that of the worshippers
during the first and second phases of the services.
His bounding action, his high voice and tonal effects
arouse his communicants to exert their remaining energy
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to raise a chorus of statements of approval and
shouts of joy. Great emphasis is given to heaven
and all that is alleged to offer for so little
effort. Hell is practically forgotten by the
ministers. The #1010 group seems to be pulled by an
anticipation of heaven, never pushed by fear of hell.
All ideas of pain and unpleasantness, defeat and
failure are lost in the temporary projection of self
beyond reality to a changeless, deathless world of
perpetual happiness, that exacts not thought or work
from the individual, and where others cannot block
satisfaction of desires.”6
This initiated their sacrifice and work, their ascent being the power
and the glory of God. Because much of their doctrine was rejected by many
of their hearers, they and their followers were ejected from the Baptist
Church to which most of them belonged. To be ’’churched" as many people re¬
ferred to the acts of ejection from a congregation or denomination was as
catastrophic as to be banished from one's own family or barred out of one's
own coTjntry* It usually meant the loss of social, religious, civic, economic,
and many other kinds of standings to the vmrepentant. However, these Elders
refused to retract their statement of belief in their own holiness and sancti¬
fication, and set out to "spread the Gospel" and attracting adherents of the
new doctrine which they preached. This sect has become as Liston Pope says,
"a distinct and independent type of religious organization moving, increasingly
toward the Church-type."^
Later, during the same year the "Brethren" congregated themselves and
came to be known as "The Church of God." Because the "truth" of the Gospel
was being questioned on every side, and many counter doctrines were being
William A. Clark, "Sanctification in Negro Religion" Social Forces. X7
(1937), ■ . 0iiU-5l.
7
Liston Pope, "Patterns of Denominational Development: Churches and Sects,'
in Wilson and Kolb (ed.). Sociological Analysis (New York, 19U9), p. U59*
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introduced by those who proclaimed the name of God but denied His power. Elder
C. H, Mason, motivated to defend the Gospel, prayed earnestly for a "God-given
revelation that would not depart from the Scriptures" and at the same time
distinguish His followers from other "false believers.’^ In the year of 1897*
while walking along a street in Little Rock, Arkansas, "the Lord revealed
this name": "The Church of God in Christ," and gave Elder Mason the following
scriptures in support of the new church name.
For ye brethren became followers of the churches of
God which in Judea are in Christ Jesus: for ye have
suffered like things of your own countrymen even as
they have of the Jews.®
This new, yet small congregation, lasted until 1906, when the first re¬
vival of national scope was held in Los Angeles, California, under the auspices
of Elder W. J. Seymore, Among many others. Elder Mason attended this revival
and "received the baptism of the Holy Ghost with signs of speaking with other
tongues according to the word of God:" "And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as the spirit gave them
9
utterance."
He came back preaching this as a New Testament doctrine, to which many
of the Brethren were opposed. In August, 1907, the general assembly of the
Church of God in Christ convened at Jackson, Mississippi, with Elder C, P*
Jones presiding as General Overseer, who also did not accept the so-called
new doctrine promulgated by C, H, Mason and others. After a very lengttQr
give-and-take debate between the two opposing groups, the assembly withdrew
from C. H, Mason, "the right-hand of fellowship" from those who believed in
the doctrine of speaking with tongues.
5 ""




Late in the same year, at Memphis, Tennessee, Elder C* H. Mason called
a meeting of all the ministers who believed in receiving the baptism of the
Holy Ghost according to the Scriptures. These Brethren formed the first Gen¬
eral Assembly of the Church of God in Christ, "whose faith was founded upon
the doctrine of the Apostles as received on the day of Pentecost." Elder C.
H. Mason was the Chief Apostle and under his leadership the church has wit¬
nessed a "great triumph and growth."
Two years after the first General Assembly of the Chvirch of God in
Christ in Memphis, Tennessee, with Elder Mason as the Chief Apostle, a few
women in Atlanta, Georgia felt that there were even deeper spiritual meanings
in God and they began an earnest search for them through the Scriptures. In
the latter part of 1909, a Mrs. Lucy Bumes of white Brethren who also called
themselves "Saints" and she proceeded to contact them. They were told of a
meeting which was to be held at the Baptist Tabernacle under the direction of
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a Sister Etta, who was a dynamic speaker and a "Divine Healer." Mrs. Bums
invited several of her neighbors, Mrs. Jessie Crowder, Mrs. Staton, Mrs. Laura
Thomas and others to attend this meeting with her. These women were so im¬
pressed with what they had seen and heard until they decided to have a neigh¬
borhood meeting. They met from house to house with some of the white "saints"
also attending, until eight or ten had the experience of being saved,^
Later they moved their meetings to the home of Sister Greer on Welch
Street, S. ¥, and remained there until 1915 when they bviilt a church at 910
Sims Street, Elder Mason, the Chief Apostle who was given the title of Bishop,
IJT —
Interview with Elder Mason,
11
Interview with Mrs. Stanton,
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was travelling and spreading the Gospel. Reaching Atlanta, he foxmd these
"Saints” and they were incorporated into the Church of God in Chid.st and be¬
came known as The Pittsburg Temple.
Dxiring the years that followed this group increased and in Febmiary,
1953* the Church moved into their new ninety-thousand dollar edifice which is
one of the 3>2UO Churches of God in Christ in the United States of America.
This building was built under the supervision of Bishop Hinsley and the name
of the church was changed from Pittsburgh Temple to Hinsley Temple Church of
God in Christ.
Organization, Structure and Function.—The pastor is the supreme head
of Hinsley Temple. All matters must be referred to him, and he is the final
arbiter. The pastor permits himself to be bound in some degree by his Admin¬
istrative Staff which is a composite of the heads of all the auxilliaries in
the Church. There is a Trustee Board, Deacon Board, Mother's Board, Missionary
Board, Radio Committee, Usher Board, Minister's and Deacon's Wives Circle,
Prayer Band, Sunday School Department, Young People's Willing Workers, Purity
Class, Sunshine Band, Youth for Christ Club, and Sewing Circle. Further
organization includes the Choirs, Helping Hand, Horae and Foreign Mission, Per¬
sonal Worker, Field Workers, Hospitality Group, Yo\mg Women's Christian Covin-
cil. Busy Bee Club, Hulda Club, Monthly Youth Union Meeting Group, Daily Vaca¬
tion Bible School and a Day Nursery. (See Appendix, Fig. l)
Hinsley Temple is open to anyone who desires to join, but an effort is
made to limit mombership to those who have had a "Christian experience," or
to those who bring a.letter of recommendation from another church of the same
faith and practice. Members are admonished to be "constant in service, prayer
and fasting, and to tarry until they receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost,"
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the sign of which is speaking with tongues* In this connection, the 1955 Year¬
book of the Church of God in Christ states:
We believe in the baptism of the H0I7 Ghost with the
sign and seal of speaking in tongues, as recorded in
Acts 2:iij 10j ii6, 19:6, We do not believe that we
are baptized with the Spirit in order to be saved and
become the sons of God, but that we are baptized with
the Holy Ghost because we are saved and are the sons
of God, (We hold that we are saved by being bom of
the Spirit and not be being baptized with the Spirit.)
While we do not presume to teach that no one has the
Spirit that does not speak in tongues, or that one is
not saved that does not speak in tongues, yet we believe
that a full baptism of the Holy Ghost as poured out on
the day of Pentecost is accompanied by the speaking in
tongues. And that the baptism of the Holy Ghost has
the same effects and results upon every child of God
that receives it, the same as the new birth has the
same effects and results on everyone that is bom of
the Spirit, And we do not consider Pentecost who
teaches contrary to this doctrine.
At the beginning of the church more than one person had to witness the
manifestations of the believer fran God before he could be admitted to the
Church, However, as the movement passes toward one chvirch status, more and
more persons were admitted upon a statement of their belief and willingness
to "tarry for the Holy Ghost."
Some of the doctrinal positions of the members of the denomination in¬
clude belief that:
The Holy Scriptures contain all things that are necessary
to salvation and that the Bible is a complete and infzQJLi-
ble guide and standard of authority in all matters of re¬
ligion and morals. That creation may be apprehended
scientifically by discovery, examination, analysis, synth-
sis and deduction, but scientific apprehension, as related
to creation has to do with results and not processess...
That sanctification presents the thought of purification
such as is derived from being separated from worldliness
and dedicated to devinely sacred purposes,.. That there
is baptism of the Holy Ghost with the sign and seal of
speaking with tongues as recorded in Acts 2:U... That
12
1955 Yearbook of Chiirch of God in Christ,
divine healing is the process of being cured of
sickness and disease by faith in the power of
God... That perfection is applied to believers
in Christ who have Christian perfections... That
water baptism symbolizes regeneration^ is the
public profession of faith and discipleship and
therefore is a necessity and that the instmctions
given by the Savioiir as recorded in Matthews 28:
19, 20, are sufficient for our guide and rule as
to the formula of water baptism, namely in the
name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost... That feet washing was also instituted
by the Lord as an indication of humility and
necessitates the practice of the Christian be¬
lievers today... and that there will be a second
coming of Christ and that the church, the bride,
the Lamb's wife, will be caught up to meet Him
in the air.
In matters of marriage and divorce members of the Church are taught to
be the husband of one wife, and vice versa, and that if a member is divorced
he or she must remain unmarried. The Scriptiires again are called upon for
vertification.
And I say unto you. Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery; and whosoever m^rieth
her which is put away doth committ adultery. ^
The code also calls for religious endogangr, that is, the Church followers must
refrain from Intermarriage with persons outside the faith.
Much value is placed on the morals of the membership. In this connection,
dancing, smoking, drinking, card playing, and movie going are forbidden. The
theme used by ministers to keep the younger members in subjection is "all that
one needs is in Jesus." Members are admonished to dress well, but modestly
and the use of make-up is frowned upon because "the Lord will beautify the meek
with salvation."




body of materials on religious organization. Often the focus is upon the
relationship of religious organization to the community in general. The church
is usually conceived as being a social institution •which has respectability.
Moreover, the ch-urch does not stand in opposition to society. On the other
hand the sect is an organization of dissent.
The sect has been defined in •’The Story of American Dissent,” by J. M.
Mecklin,^ as being any religious group which makes no claim to universality
and the bond of union between whose members is free and voluntary in character.
Howard Becker in his analysis of "Four Types of Religious Organization” de¬
fines the sect as a religious protest group -which isolates itself from the larger
society and tends to establish a religious society encys'ted in the broader
social order:
A sect is a religious organization that is at war -with the
existing mores. It seeks to cultivate a state of mind and
establish a code of morals different from that of the world
about it and for this it claims di-vine authority. In order
to accomplish this end it invariably seeks to set itself off
in contrast -with the rest of the world.^5
As a sect in intolerant of divergent beliefs in outside groups, so is
it intolerant of differences -within its own nvunber. In its efforts to set i-t—
self off in contrast -with the rest of the world, it often adopts distinctive
forms of dress and speech idiich become the ou-ter symbols of its inner differ¬
ences in attitude and belief. The extension of the religious control over
•what are of-ten considered secular matters transforms a religious sect into a
sec-tarian society, idiich seeks as comple-te isolation as possible from the in¬
fluences of outside culture. In the light of -the above one is motivated to
lU
J. M. Mecklin, ”The Story of American Dissent,” in Wilson and Kolb
(edited). Sociological Analysis, op. cit., p«U57«
^^Robert E. Park and Ernest W. Burgess, Introduction to the Science of
Sociology. (Chicago, 1921), p. 872o
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speculate about the selective characteristics of persons affiliated*
Gist and Halbert in their study of urban society contributed a large
body of data on religious organization:
The city church, like other forms of social
organization, bears the imprint of its urban
environment. First, there is a tendency to¬
ward specialization and departmentalization
of religious activities. The multiplicity of
divergent denominations in the city, and the
increasing division of labor within the church
Itself, are indications of this trend. Second,
■ the chvirch shows a tendency toward a corporate¬
ness that is characteristic of other forms of
social organization as well. Although there
are innumerable ritualistic and credal differ¬
ences between religious groups within the city,
many of the sectarian barriers which at one
period of their natural history almost complete¬
ly isolated the churches from one another have
been modified by the socializing effect of urban
life.-^®
In the Yankee City series W. Lloyd Warner and his associates point out
that the church is an aO-l pervading set of social relations which tend to
organize people into some kind of structural unity. These authors present the
data collected on voluntairy associations, churches and other institutional
societies and their function in the community:
Although in simpler societies the church includes
the whole group, in the more complex societies it
tends to segment into different groups with separate
memberships. Even though the explicit and more
general social functions of the church do not change
the organizational functions do alter when one
church is superseded by many.^^
Many works have been prepared on the origin of religion. Various expla¬
nations have been given in terms of man's attempt to cope with the unknown and
15
Noel P. Gist and L. A. Halbert, Urban Society (New York, 19U7), p.
17
W. Lloyd Warner and Paul S. Lunt, Social Life in a Modern Community
(New Haven, 191+1), P« 33»
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the unpredictable, his efforts to rationalize and render more acceptable the
phenomenon of death and numerous other explanations. Emile Durkheim expressed
himself in this manner:
...it was that vast domain of surprise, of terror, of
marvel, of miracle, the unknown, as distinguished
from the known, or, as I like to egress it, the in¬
finite, as distinct from the finite, which supplied
from the earliest times the impulse to religious
thought and language. It is from this sensation of
the infinite that religions are derived.^®
Regardless of how religion originated or what it means in all of its
variations, it tends to develop into a collective activity which reaffirms the
ultimate values and solidarity of a unified society.
Religion, then, does four things that help to
maintain the dominance of sentiment over organic
desire, of group ends over private interest.
First it offers, through its system of super¬
natural belief, an explanation of the group
ends and a justification of their primacy.
Second it provides a means for the constant re¬
newal of the common sentiments. Third it fur¬
nishes, through its sacred objects, a concrete
reference for the vsuLues and a rallying point
for all persons who share the same values.
Fourth it provides an vinlimited and insuperable
source of rewards and punishments - rewards for
good conduct, punishments for bad. In these
ways religion makes a unique and iru^spensable
contidbution to social integration.^^
The study of religion shows that it changes along with the rest of
society. As humanity moves from small isolated societies in the direction of
huge, conqjlex, xirbanized ones, many changes may be seen;
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First, the gods tend to be gradually withdrawn
from the local scene.... Second, anthropomorphism
tends to dominish... Third, religion tends to be
increasingly separated from everyday affairs...
Fourth, religious homogeneity tends to diminish
... Fifth, the religious system tends to become
fragmented.'^
All of these tendencies might be summed up under the heading of secula¬
rization, and one may ask how far secularization can go. Secularization can
go a long way but there is ultimately a limit. If the population becomes too
matter-of-fact, too calculating in its behavior, too sophisticated in its
vailues, it is likely not to stick together sufficiently to maintain order and
protection. The resulting social disorder may give rise to new religious or¬
ganizations that preach a return to values and promise salvation if the people
will listen to the message of the supernatural.
Liston Pope points out that new sects are continually arising in the mill
villages of the South:
A sect, as it gains adherents and the promise
of success, begins to reach out toward greater
influence in society, whatever the roots of its
ambition may be - evangelistic fervor, denomina¬
tional rivalry,,.the cultural vindication of its
particular faith, or what not. In the process
it accommodates gradually to the culture it is
attenqpting to conquer, and thereby loses influ¬
ence oveg^those relatively estranged from that
culture.
A satisfactory means of religious expression in one era and culture may
prove unsatisfactory and inadequate in another. The indeterminant capacity of
man’s ideals, needs, and tastes adds complexity to this quest:
...religion exists in every known society because
it performs important societal and personal functions.
It provides, in its imaginary realm, a supposed reality
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overcomes the disintegrating tendency that an
exclusive preoccupation with competitive ends
would create. It also furnishes the individual
with a cushion whereby the frustration, fear,
anger, and insecurity growing out of failures
in this world can be compensated for. In its
ritual it provides a medium for the expression
of religious feeling and for the interstiraula-
tion and renewal of religious sentiments. Sacred
objects lend the supernatural an air of reality,
and furnish convenient symbols for ritualistic
and ceremonial manipulation,'^^
The Church of God in Christ, as in the case of religious movements of
the past, suffers the name-calling, the difficulties and other problems con¬
fronting religious movements which tend to de-emphasize secularization in much
of its urban religious rites and places emphasis on Christian fundamentals.
It proclaims nothing new and to a lesser degree may be likened to the great
religious movements and reformations which have characterized the beginning
of many of our present day Protestant faiths.
22
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CHAPTER II
THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
This chapter will describe the social characteristics of the member¬
ship of Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ, The major concern is to
delineate and analyze the church membership with reference to the social
characteristics of persons who have affiliated with the institution. The
following indices have been selected for analysis: (l) Sex and age distri¬
bution; (2) Marital status; (3) EducationaiL levels; (1:) Occupation; (5)
Monthly income; (6) Size of family and housing; (7) Length of residency in
Atlanta; (8) Length of membership in Hinsley Temple; and (9) Membership
prior to joining Hinsley Temple,
Sex and Age Distribution,—Figure 1 is a portrayal of variations in
the age and sex structure of the study group of two hundred members of the
Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ, This study group which is composed
of eighty-two male and II8 females does not show a smooth gradation of the
age distributions. As expected, very few members, male or female, are to
be found under ten years of age. The majority of the members are in the
age groupings 10 - 19 and 30 - 39 with an unusually small percentage in the
age group, 20 - 29.
Table 1 shows the marital status of two hundred members of Hinsley Tem¬
ple Church of God in Christ, A larger percentage of the males is married
than the females, the percentages being 67.2 per cent married males and 58.0
per cent married females. There are no male members separated or divorced,





Fig. I,--Sex and age distribution of 200 members of
Hinsle^bTenyle by per cent.
Table 2 shows the educational levels of two hundred members of Hinsl^
Teit5)le Church of Grod in Christ, The table reveals that the larger percentage
of members of high school educational attainment — 6U.0 per cent of the
members had attended or finished high school. Almost one-third or 28,5 per
cent had attended or finished elementary school; five per cent had attended
college; yet only 2.5 per cent had attended a university.
Occupations .—Table 3 shows the occupations of two hundred members of
Hinsley Temple Chtirch of God in Christ, there is a variation in the number
of female members as four of them do not work outside the home. Fifty-three
male members and U2 female members are enqployed by industry. Nineteen males
22
TABLE 1
MARITAL STATUS OF A STUDY POPULATION OF 200 MEMBERS OF




Male Female Total Male Female Total
Single 2U 38 62 12.0 19.0 31.0 ■
Married 56 68 12U 28.0 3U.O 62.0
Separated 0 k k 0.0 2.0 2.0
Divorced 0 1 1 0.0 .5 .5
Widowed 2 7 9 1.0 3.5 U.5
Total 82 118 200 hUO 59.0 100.0
are construction workers, and 62 females are in domestic and personal ser¬
vice work.
Monthly income.—Table it presents the monthly income of 200 members of
Kinsley Temple Church of God in Christ. The monthly income ranges from under
$100 to $500 and over. Six or 3*0 per cent have an income of under one hun¬
dred dollars per month, while 120 or 60.0 per cent have an income of $200
to $300 per month. Three or 1,5 per cent have an income of $500 or more per
month.
Size of family eind housing,—Tables 5 and 6 show the size of family and
the types of dwellings occupied by 200 members of Kinsley Temple Church of
God in Christ, The term "number in family is used to designate the number
of related persons living in the home. The largest number of families have
23
TABLE 2
NUMBER OF SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED OF A STUDY POPULATION








19 - 20 1 200 0.5 100.0
17 - 18 u 199 2.0 99.5
15 - 16 5 195 2.5 97.5
13 - 111 5 190 2.5 95.0
11 - 12* 62 185 31.0 92.5
9 - 10 U2 123 21.0 61.5
7 - 8 39 81 19.5 1;0.5
5 - 6 26 U2 13.0 21.0
3 - k 10 16 5.0 8.0





OCCUPATIONS OF A STUDY POPULATION OF 200 MEMBERS OF
HINSLEY TEMPLE BY SEX
Occupations Male Female Total
Agriculture 1 0 1
Industry 53 h2 95
Construction 19 0 19
Insurance and
Real Estate 2 1 3
Retail Trade 3 1 U
Phiblic and
Professional k 8 12
Domestic and
Personal Service k 62 66
Total 86 ilU 200
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four members. Twenty-nine families consist of five members; 27 families
consist of six members; twenty-one families consist of seven members; and
thirty-one families have eight or more in the home. Among the larger numbers
in the family the grandparents were in the home in most cases. In respect
to ownership or rental, 118 of the study population live in rented dwellings.
Fifty-eight of these rented dwellings were apartments, while sixty were pri¬
vate dwellings. Eighty-one of the study population live in their own homes.
TABLE U
MONTHLY INCOME OF A STUDY POPULATION OF 200 MEMBEEIS OF
HINSLEY TEMPLE
Income Class Number Percent
Under $100 6 3.
$100 - $150 Hi 7.
150 - 200 27 13.5
200 - 250 53 26.5
250 - 300 67 33.5
300 - 350 16 8.
350 - Uoo 6 3.
o 1 U50 5 2.5
U50 - 500 3 1.5




SIZE OF FAMILY OF 200 MEMBERS OF HINSLEY TEMPLE


















Ten of these being apartments and 71 private dwellings, A total of 68 of
the study population live in apartments while a total of I3I live in private
dwellings•
Length of residency and length of Membership,—-Figures 2 and 3, Tables
7, 8, and 9 show the length of residency in Atlanta and length of membership
of 200 members of Kinsley Temple Church of God in Christ in respect to sex,
marital status, occupation and monthly income, respectively. Figure 2 re¬
veals that ^6% of the study population have lived in Atlanta for a period of
five years or more. Figure 2 further reveals that 6l or 30*5 per cent of
the study population have belonged to this church for four years or less; n)|
or 62,0 per cent have been members for five to fourteen years; fifteen or
7,5 per cent had been members for 15 years or more.
In respect to the length of membership by sex. Figure 3 reveals that
31,7 per cent of the male members have belonged to the church for less than
five years, while 29,7 per cent of the female members have belonged to the
church for less than 5 years. Sixty-two point 3 per cent of the males have
belonged to the church for a period of from 5 to 19 years and 6l,8 per cent
of the females have been members for the same period. Only 3*6 per cent of
the male and 5»1 per cent of the females have been members for 20 or more
years. The largest number of the study population have been members for less
than ten years. Sixty-five per cent of the male members and 88,0 per cent
of the female members having Joined during that period.
However, in respect to length of membership by marital status, there
are more single persons who have belonged to the church for five years or
less than married. Forty are single and 39 married; 1 separated, 0 divorced,
























Fig, 2,—Length of residency in Atlanta and length of mernbe
of 200 members of Kinsley Temple Church of God in Christ,
29
.TABLE 6
TYPE OF DWELLING UNITS OCCUPIED BY 200 MEMBERS OF
HENSLEY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST IN
TERMS OF OWNERSHIP AND RENTAL
Type of Dwelling Unit Own Rent Total Per Cent
Apartments 10 58 68 3U.2
Private Dwellings 71 60 131 65,8
Total 81 118 19^ 100,0
*(5ne member lives on a farm in Monroe, Georgia
years, 21 are slnglej 78 marriedj 2 separated; one divorced; and one widowed.
Table 8, presents the data on the length of membership of 200 members
of Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ by occupation. The occupational
statistics are as follows; ,5 per cent of the members are in agriculture,
that is one person operates a farm; ij.8.^ per cent of the members are en^jloyed
in the various industries of Atlanta; 32,^ per cent are employed in Domestic
and Personal Service, while 10, per cent are Construction workers. Five per
cent of the members are employed in Public and Professional Service, such
as teachers and social workers. Two per cent are in Retail Trade as owners
of small businesses. Only 1,5 per cent are employed as Agents in Insurance
and Real Estate,
In respect to the length of membership in Hinsley Teii5)le Church of God
in Christ by monthly income. Table 9 reveals that among the study population















Fig. 3,—Length of membership by sex.
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TABLE 7




TotalSingle Married Separated Divorced Widowed
0 - h Uo 39 1 0 1 81
5 - 9 18 lU; 1 0 0 63
10 - lU 3 3h 1 1 1 Uo
15 - 19 1 S 0 0 0 6
20 - 25 0 1 1 0 3 5
26 and over 0 1 0 0 U 5
Total 62 121; h 1 9 200
$l50 to $200 income class; 19.0 per cent were in the $2^0 to $300 income
class and 36.0 per cent were in the $200 to $2^0 income class. Of the per¬
sons with memberships of 5 to 9 years, 28.0 per cent were in the $200 to
$2^0 income class; 13,0 per cent were in the $300 to $350 income class;
U0,0 per cent were in the $250 to $300 income class.
Church membership prior to joining Hinsley Temple,—Tables 10, 11, 12,
13, and lit show the church membership of two hundred members of Hinsley
Ten5)le Church of God in Christ prior to joining Hinsley Temple in respect
to sex, age, oiarital status and monthly income respectively, One hundred
and thirty-five of the study population or 67.5 per cent were members of
32
TABLE 8















Agriculture 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Industry 1+0 1+1 9 3 2 0 95
Construction 9 8 2 0 0 0 19
Retail Trade 1 0 2 0 1 0 1+
Insurance and
Real Estate 0 1 0 1 0 1 3
Public and
Professional
Service 3 h 2 1 0 0 10
Domestic and
Personal
Service 28 8 2$ 2 2 U 69
Total 81 62 l+o 7 5 5 200
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TABLE 9















Under $100 1 0 2 0 1 2 6
$100 - 1^0 7 2 1 1 2 1 Hi
150 - 200 11 8 6 2 0 0 27
200 - 250 22 26 3 1 1 0 53
250 - 300 12 37 17 1 0 0 67
300 - 350 3 12 1 0 0 0 16
350 - Uoo 1 3 1 0 1 0 6
Uoo - U5o 2 2 0 0 0 1 5
U5o - 500 1 1 1 0 0 0 3
500 and over 1 1 0 1 0 0 3
Total 61 92 32 6 5 200
3h
the Baptist chiirch before joining Kinsley Templej 35 or 17,5 per cent were
members of the Methodist churchj 11 or 5*5 per cent were members of other
Holiness churchesj 3 or 1*5 per cent were members of a Spiritualists churchj
and l6 or 8,0 per cent of the two hundred members had never belonged to any
other church before joining Kinsley Temple,
TABLE 10
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OF STUDY POPULATION OF 200 MEMBERS
PRIOR TO JOINING HINSLEY TEMPLE
Church Membership Number Per Cent
Baptist 135 67.5
Methodists 35 17.5
Other Holiness 11 5.5
Spiritualists 3 1.5
No Other 16 8,
Total 200 100,0
Table 11 reveals the facts relative to the sex of the study population
prior to membership in Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ, The 7U»0 per
cent of the female members and 59.8 per cent of the male members were members
of the Baptists church before joining Hinsley Templej lli,0 per cent of the
female and 22,0 per cent of the male members belonged to the Methodists
churchj 8,14. per cent of the female and 1,2 per cent of the male members were
members of other Holiness churchesj 2,0 per cent of the female members and
none of the maQ.e members belonged to Spiritualists churchesj and 1,6 per
35
cent of the female and 17»0 per cent of the male members had never been
members of any other church.
TABLE 11
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP PRIOR TO JOINING HENSLEY TEMPLE
BY SEX




Baptists U9 59.8 86 7U.
Methodists 18 •CMCM 17
Other Holiness 1 1.2 10 8.U
Spiritualists 0 0. 3 2.
No Other lit 17. 2 1.6
Totals 62 100.0 118 100.0
In respect to the ages of the study population prior to joining Hinsley
Temple Church of God in Christ, Table 12 reveals that the largest numbers
of the study population who were members of the Baptists churches were in
the age groups of 10 to 19 and 30 to 39 years of age. Eleven persons in the
study population, in the 20 to 29 age group, and 11 in the age group of 30
to 39, were former members of the Methodist church. More members were in
the age group of 30 to 39, 35 of these having come from Baptists churchesj
11 from the Methodists churchj 5 from other Holiness churchesj 1 from a
Spiritualists church and 6 who had had no previous church membership.
Table 13 reveals the following data in respect to the marital status
of the study pop\ilation. Sixty-two of the study population were single.
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Forty-five of these had previous memberships in Baptist churches; 12 had
been members of Methodists churches; 2 came from other Holiness churches and
three had not belonged to any church prior to becoming members of Hinsley
Temple. The largest number of the study population are married, the total
being 12U. Of this number 8l were previous members of Baptists churches;
23 came from the Methodists churches; 8 were previous members of other Holi¬
ness churches; 1 person came from a Spiritualist church; and 11 of the study
population had belonged to no other church before joining Hinsley Temple
Church of God in Christ.
TABLE 12







30-39 U0-U9 50-59 60 and
over
Total
Baptists 8 U6 16 35 16 10 li 135
Methodists 2 5 11 11 2 1 3 35
Other
Holiness 1 1 2 5 2 0 0 11
Spiritualists 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 3
No Other 0 2 0 6 3 2 3 16
Total 11 55 30 58 23 13 10 200
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TABLE 13
MEMBERSHIP PRIOR TO JOINING HINSLEI TEMPLE BY
MARITAL STATUS
Church Marital :Status
Membership Single Married Separated Divorced Widowed
Baptists 81 2 1 6
Methodists 12 23 0 0 0
Other Holiness 2 8 1 0 0
Spiritualists 0 1 0 0 2
No Other 3 11 1 0 1
Total 62 12U 1+ 1 9
TABLE m
MEMBERSHIP PRIOR TO JOINING HINSLEI TEMPLE BY
MONTHLY INCOME
Church Membership
Monthly Income Baptists Methodists other Spirit- No
Holiness ualists Other
$500 and over 3 0 0 0 0
hSO - h99 3 0 0 0 0
UOO - hh9 5 0 0 0 0
350 - 399 li 1 1 0 0
300 - 3U9 11 3 1 1 0
250 - 299 ii5 10 5 1 6
200 - 2U9 31 18 2 0 2
150 - 199 23 0 0 0 U
100 - 11|9 7 2 1 1 3
Under 100 3 1 1 0 0
Total 135 35 11 3 16
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Table IH shows the monthly income of the study population prior to join¬
ing Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ, Forty-five of the study popula¬
tion who had been members of the Baptist church were in the income class of
$250 to $300 monthly; ten previous Methodists members, five from other Holi¬
ness churches, one previous Spiritualist member and six who had never belonged
to a church were in this same income class.
Summary,—These data reveal that (l) the church population is made up
predominantly, of members ranging from ten to forty-nine years of age, (2)
a greater percentage of the membership is married, (3) the mean educational
level was that of high school, (U) Occupationally speaking, the greatest
number of the study population is employed in Industry, (5) the average
monthly income is between two hxmdred and fifty and three hundred dollars,
(6) the average number in family is four, (7) the largest number of the
study population have lived in Atlanta for a period of 15 to 19 years, (8)
the greatest percentage of the study population have been members of the
church for 5 to lit. years. And (9) the largest number of the members were pre¬
viously members of the Baptist church.
CHAPTER III
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL ORIENTATIONS
This chapter vdll present data concerning the personal and social orien¬
tations, religious orientations, as it were, of the study population. An at¬
tempt will be made to relate certain personal qualities of the membership of
the Church of God in Christ with factors and explanations given for the selec¬
tion of the church of God in Christ for membership. The questions were de¬
signed to elicit responses to the following categories: (1) First iit5)ressions
of the church services; (2) how they heard of the church; (3) personal prob¬
lems before joining the church; and, (U) how they feel the church has helped
to resolve them.
First impressions,—The data on the first iit5)ressions of the study popu¬
lation, at church services in Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ are pre¬
sented in Table 1^, This table reveals that twenty-four or 12,0 per cent
of the members indicated that they were most impressed by congregational
singing; sixty-six or 33 *0 per cent were most impressed by the singing of
the choir; sixteen or 8,0 per cent were most impressed by group prayers;
twenty or 10,0 per cent were most impressed by the testimonies; thirty-six
or 18,0 per cent of the members interviewed were most impressed by the preach¬
ing; sixteen or 8,0 per cent were most impressed by shouting; ten or 5,0 per
cent were most impressed by the altar service; nine or ii,5 per cent were most
impressed by the fellowship; while three or 1,5 per cent indicated other
things as having iit^jressed them most at early church attendance.
First impressions at early church attendance by age levels,—Table I6,
reveals the following data of the first impressions at early church attendance




RESPONSES OF 200 MEMBERS IN REGARD TO THE FIRST IMPRESSIONS
OF CHURCH SERVICES, BY NUMBER AND PER CENT














impressed by congregational singing, four were in the age group of 0 to 9
years, ten were in the age group of 10 to 19 years of age, two were in the
age group of 20 to 29 years of age, seven in the age group of 30 to 39, one
in the age group of 1+0 to 1+9 and none were in the age group of 50 to 59 or
60 and overj of the total number interviewed who were most impressed by the
singing of the choir five were in the age group of 0 to 9, thirty in the age
group of 10 to 19, seven in the age group of 20 to 29, twenty in the age group
of 30 "to 39, and four were in the age group of l+O to 1+9. Nine was in the age
Ui







0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 l+O-i+9 50-59 60 and
over
Singing,
(Congre- k 10 2 7 1 0 0 2U
gation)
Singing.
(Choir; 5 30 7 20 h 0 0 66
Group
Prayers 0 2 3 6 2 2 1 16
Testi-
monies 0 3 U 6 u 2 1 20
Preaching 0 1 7 12 7 6 3 36
Shouting 2 7 3 2 1 1 0 16
Altar
Service 0 2 h 3 1 0 0 10
Fellowship 0 0 0 2 3 2 2 9
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
Total 11 55 30 58 23 13 10 200
Per Cent 5.5 27.5 15.0 29.0 11.5 6.5 5.0 100.0
h2
group of $0 to $9 or 60 and overj a total of l6 mernbers were impressed by
group prayers, none were in the age group of 0 to 9 years of age, two were
in the age group of 10 to 19, three in the age group of 20 to 29, six in
the age group of 30 to 39, two in the age group of i|0 to U9, two in the age
group of iiO to U9, two in the age group of $0 to 59 and one in the age group
of 60 and over; of the members who were most impressed by testimonies three
were in the age group of 10 to 19, four in the age group of 20 to 29, six in
the age group of 30 to 39, two in the age group of UO to U9, two in the age
group of 50 to 59 and one in the age group of 60 and over. There was a total
of 36 members who were most impressed by and preaching: one was in the age
group of 10 to 19, seven in the age group of 20 to 29, twelve were in the
age group of 30 to 39, seven in the age group of iiO to U9, six in the age
group of 50 to 59 and three were in the age group of 60 and overj of the mem¬
bers who were most impressed by the shouting two were in the age group of
0 to 9, seven in the age group of 10 to 19, three in the age group of 20 to
29, two in the age group of 30 to 39, one in the age group of ijO to 14.9, one
in the age group of 50 to 59 and none were in the age group of 60 and over.
Ten members were most impressed by the altar services: two were in the age
group of 10 to 19, four in the age group of 20 to 29, three in the age group
of 30 to 39, one in the age group of iiO to 149 and none was in the age group
of 50 to 59 or 60 and over. Fellowship impressed nine of the members: none
was in the age groups of 0 to 29, two in the age group of 30 to 39, three in
the age group of I4O to I49, two in the age group of 50 to 59, and two were in
the age group of 60 and overj three members in the age group of 60 and over
listed other as having impressed them most but did not specify what this was.
U3
TABLE 16
FIRST IMPRESSIONS AT EARLY CHURCH ATTENDANCE BY SEX
Most Impressed By Male Female
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Singing, Congregation 8 9*7 16 13.5
Singing, Choir 22 26,8 liU 37.U
Group Prayers U,8 12 10,0
Testimonies 9 11, 11 9.3
Preaching 29 35,5 7 6,0
Shouting 2 2.U lU 12,0
Altar Service 3 3.6 7 6,0
Fellowship h 5, 5 U,2
Other 1 1,2 2 1,6
Total 82 100,0 118 100,0
First impressions at early church attendance by sex,—The data of the
first impressions at early church attendance by sex of the members are given
in Table l6, eight or 9*7 per cent of the male members and l6 ot 13*5 per
cent of the female members were most impressed by the congregational singing:
twenty-two or 26,8 per cent of the male and forty-four or 37.U per cent of
the female members were most impressed by the singing of the choir. Four or
hh
U.s per cent of the male and twelve of 10,0 per cent of the female members
were most impressed by group prayers# Nine or 11,0 per cent of the male and
eleven or 9»3 P®r cent of the female members were most impressed by the testi¬
monies, Twenty-nine or 35*5 per cent of the male and seven or 6,0 per cent
of the female members were most impressed by the preaching. Two or 2,lj. per
cent of the male and lU or 12,0 per cent of the female members were most im¬
pressed by the shouting. Three or 3*6 per cent of the male and seven or 6,0
per cent of the female members were most impressed by the altar services.
Four or ^,0 per cent of the male and 5 or U,2 per cent of the female members
were most impressed by the fellowship. Only one or 1,2 per cent of the male
and 2 or 1,6 per cent of the female members were most impressed by "others”
which they did not list.
First impressions at early church attendance by previous membership,—
Table 18, reveals the following facts: 16 of the Baptists, 6 Methodists, 1
former member of another Holiness church and 1 member who had never belonged
to any church were most impressed by the singing of the congregation. The
singing of the choir impressed 50 former Baptists, 10 Methodists and 3 per¬
sons who had never belonged to any church. Group prayers impressed 7 former
Baptists members, 6 Methodists and 3 members who had had no previous church
affiliations. Testimonies impressed lU former Baptists, 5 Methodists, and
1 person who had never belonged to any church. Twenty-two persons were im¬
pressed by the preaching, who were members of.the Baptist church, 3 Methodists,
3 other Holiness members, 1 from a Spiritualists church, and 7 who had no
previous church memberships. The shouting impressed 12 former Baptists per¬
sons, 2 Methodists, 1 other Holiness member and 1 person who never belonged
to a church before. Seven former Baptists, 1 Methodists, 1 other Holiness,
and 1 person who had not previously joined a church were impressed by the
altar seirvices. The fellowship existing between the present members of Kins¬
ley Temple impressed ^ former Baptists persons, 1 Methodists, 2 other Holi¬
ness and 1 person from a Spiritualists church. There were 2 Baptists and 1
Methodists who checked other unspecified things as having impressed them at
early church attendance.
TABLE 18


















gation) 16 6 1 0 1 2lt
Singing,
(Choir) 50 10 3 1 2 66
Group
Prayers 7 6 0 0 3 16
Testimonies lit 5 0 0 1 20
Preaching 22 3 3 1 7 36
Shouting 12 2 1 0 1 16
Altar
Service 7 1 1 0 1 10
Fellowship 5 1 2 1 0 9
Other 2 1 0 0 0 3
Total 135 35 11 3 16 200
U6
How members heard of Hlnsley Temple,—The data on how members heard of
Hinsley Temple are presented in Table 19. Of the 200 members interviewed,
58 or 29.5 per cent heard of the church by radio; 22 or 11,0 per cent by
neighbors; 29 or ll+»5 per cent heard of the church through friends; 59 or
29*5 per cent heard of the church from relatives; 26 or 13,0 per cent by
church missionaries and 6 or 3*0 per cent listed other unspecified ways of
hearing about Hinsley Temple,
TABLE 19
RESPONSES OF 200 MEMBERS TO THE QUESTION:
”H0W MEMBERS HEARD OF HINSLEI TEMPLE"





Church Missionaries 26 13.0
Other 6 3.0
Total 200 100.0
Table 20, shows the difference in how new members heard of the church
as compared with the older members. Fifty-eight new members and no older
members heard of the church by radio. Nine old members and 13 new members
heard of the church through the neighbor. Seven old members and 22 new
members heard of the church through friends. Sixteen old members and U3 new
members heard of the church by relatives. Thirteen old members and I3 new
members heard of the church through the missionaries of the church. Two old
members and U new members said they had heard of the church through other
means not listed.
The data on how members heard of the church by sex are given in Table
21; 144. of the male and lij. of the female members heard of the church by radio.
Seven male and 15 female members heard of the church through neighbors. Four¬
teen male and 15 female heeird of the church through their friends. Ten male
and I49 female members heard of the church by missionaries of the church and
2 male and it female members indicated that they had heard of the church
through means other than the ones listed.
TABLE 20
RESPONSES OF NEW AND OLD AS TO HOW THEY HEARD
OF CHURCH









HOW MEMBERS HEARD OF CHURCH BY SEX





Church Missionaries 5 21
Other 2 k
Total 82 118
Table 22 presents the following data; 10 persons in the age group of
from 10 to 19 years of age heard of the church by radio; 13 in the age group
of from 20 to 29, 20 in the age group of from 30 to 39, 6 in the age group
of the ho to 1|9, 6 in the age group of from 50 to 59 and 3 in the age group
of 60 and over heard of the church by radio. Of those who heard of the
church through neighbors, 3 were in the age group of from 10 to 19, 2 from
20 to 29, 6 frcMTi 30 to 39, 5 in the age group of from UO to ii9, 3 ^’rom 50
to 59 and 3 from 60 and over. Of the total number of members inteirvLewed
who heard of the church through their friends, 2 were in the age group of
from 0 to 9, 12 in the age group of from 10 to 19, 6 were in the age group
of 20 to 29, U were in the age group of from 30 to 39, k in the age group of
from UO to I4.9 and 1 person was in the age group of from 50 to 59. Of those
who heard of the church through relatives, 9 were in the age group of 0 to
9, 19 in the age group of 10 to 19, 7 in the age group of 20 to 29, l5 in
h9
the age group of 30 to 39, U In the age group of kO to k9, 2 in the age
group of $0 to 39 and 3 in the age group of 60 and over* Of those who heard
of the church through missionaries 10 were in the age group of 10 to 19, 2
in the age group of 20 to 29, 11 in the age group of 30 to 39, 2 in the age
group of liO to ij.9, and 1 in the age group of 30 to 39* Of those who indi¬
cated that they had heard of the church through some other means, 1 was in
the age group of 10 to 19, 2 in the age group of 30 to 39 and 1 in the age
group of 60 and over.
TABLE 22
HOW MEMBERS HEARD OF CHURCH BY AGE
How Members Years of Age
Heard
Of Church
0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 h0-h9 50-59 60 and
over
Total
Radio 0 10 13 20 6 6 3 58
Neighbors 0 3 2 6 5 3 3 22
Friends 2 12 6 ii h 1 0 29
Relatives 9 19 7 15 h 2 3 59
Church
Missionaries 0 10 2 11 2 1 0 26
Other 0 1 0 2 2 0 1 6
Total 11 30 58 23 13 10 200
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TABLE 23
HOW MEMBERS HEARD OF CHURCH BY LENGTH OF RESIDENCY
How Members Heard No. of Years in Atlanta
of Church 0-U 5-9 10-lU 15-19 20-25 26 and
over
Total
Radio 1 5 20 2h 6 2 58
Neighbors 0 1 6 10 k 1 22
Friends 0 2 9 11 6 1 29
Relatives 1 k lii 2h lU 2; 59
Church
Missionaries 0 3 5 7 9 2 26
Other 0 1 1 0 3 1 6
Total 2 16 55 76 h2 9 200
The data on how the members heard of church by length of residency are
presented in Table 23, of these who had heard of the church by radio, 1 had
lived in Atlanta over a period of 0 to I4. years^ 5 had lived in Atlanta for a
period of from 5 to 9 years, 20 had lived in Atlanta for a period of 10 to
Hi yearsj 2li for a period of 1^ to 19 years; 6 for a period of 20 to 2$ years;
and 2 for a period of 26 years and over. Of the number interviewed who had
heard of the church through neighbors, 1 had lived in Atlanta for a period of
5 to 9 years; 6 had lived in Atlanta for a period of 10 to lit years; 10 had
lived in Atlanta for a period of 15 to 19 years; U for a period of 20 to 25
years and 1 had lived in Atlanta for over 26 years. Of those who heard of
the church through friends, 2 had lived in Atlanta for a period of from 5 to
9 years; 9 from 10 to lU yeaurs; 11 from 15 to 19 years; 6 from 20 to 2^ years
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and 1 had lived in Atlanta for more than 26 years. Of those who heard of
Kinsley Temple through their relatives, 1 had lived in Atlanta for from 0 to
U years I i; from 5 to 9 years; lU had lived in Atlanta for from 10. to lU years
2U from 15 to 19 years; lU from 20 to 25 years and 2 had lived in Atlanta for
over 26 years. Of those who heard of the church through missionaries, 3 were
residents of Atlanta for from 5 to 9 years; 5 had lived in Atlanta for 10
to Hi years; 7 for 1$ to 19 years; 9 for 20 to 2$ years and 2 had lived in
Atlanta for over 26 years. Of those who listed other ways of hearing about
the church, 1 had lived in Atlanta for a period of from 5 to 9 years; 1 from
10 to Hi years; 3 from 20 to 25 years and 1 had lived in Atlanta for over 26
years.
TABLE 2li
HOW KINSLEY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST HAS HELPED
WITH PROBLEMS OF THE STUDY POPULATION
Problems Male FemaQ.e Total
Specific help with all problems 36 56 92
General help with all problems h6 62 108
Help with few major problems only - - -
Help with minor problems only - - -
No help at all - - -
Total 82 118 200
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How church helped with problems,—Table 2U> gives the responses given
to the question of how Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ has helped with
your problems. The two hundred members were asked to respond to five cate¬
gorical questions regarding their feelings about how the Church has helped
them; The table reveals that the group responded to only two of the five
questions. Thirty-six male and fifty-six female persons of the study popula¬
tion stated that they had received help with all problems; forty-six male and
sixty-two female persons stated that they received general help with all prob¬
lems, None of the study population stated that they had been given help with
few major problems only, help with minor problems only, or that they had re¬
ceived no help at all.
Examples of how the respondents feel that the church has helped with
their problems can be seen in selected interviews. The presentation and
analysis of case materials will be discussed as follows; (l) age, (2) sex,
(3) marital status, (U) education, ($) length of church membership, and (6)
size of family.
(1) In regard to age, that is young members and old the following exerpts
illustrate the problems and how the church helped to resolve them,
Inteirviewee 1 is a well dressed, 6l year old woman, attractive, is married
and has three children. She states;
One day I went to stay with a white lady's baby and while
sitting there in the kitchen I had a glorious experience, I
was just eleven years old but I had been praying to be con¬
verted and it happened. That night we went to church and the
preacher preached from Romans 7:21^. I never shall forget it I
•0 wretched man that I ami who shall deliver me from the body
of this death?' That verse just kept going around in my head
and before I knew it I was up in front of the church rejoicing
and telling the people how the Lord had converted me that morn¬
ing.
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One night almost a year later I was taking a walk with
two friends and we passed a little house where we heard some
singing. We stopped and listened at the gate and I heard
a man preaching. He was waying that you needed to be sanc¬
tified and filled with the Holy Ghost so «is to be able to
really live your converted life, Mjr mother had said that
if I ever backslid from my converted life that she would
beat me, so I thought that this sanctification was just
what I needed, I began to pray to be sanctified, I got
sanctified and received the Holy Ghost just like the Bible
says it would come. It came on me like a rushing mighty
wind. It seemed as though the wind was blowing so sooth¬
ingly and I lost consciousness of everything, I don't know
all that happened. It is an experience that you just have
to have to really know how it feels. Every since that time
I have had a boldness and a satisfaction that nothing has
been able to destroy,
Ify school friends laughed at me and drew away, parents
felt diagraced and forbid me to mention my experience or to
go to the church but my experience taught me that I was to
have a separated life so I got willing to live it, I finished
school and got married and had three children of my own. My
parents were dead and I wanted my sisters and brothers to have
College educations and God helped me to give it to them. My
own children are grown now and all their needs were supplied
too, I believe that God helped me through it all because I
accepted KLs calling.
Thus it becomes apparent that Interviewee 1 feels that the church has
meant a way of salvation which has permeated every portion of her life.
Interviewee 2 is a younger person, 27 years of age, neat and well groomed
at all times, bom in Covington, Georgia and she states:
I stopped school after the seventh grade and went to
work in a private home, I had a lot of different jobs
including a ticket girl at a theatre before I left Atlanta
for Chicago, I stayed in Chicago for about four years, I
was hurt in an automobile accident so I was brought home
and it was during the time I was sick that I fottnd the Lord
in the holiness church.
While I was in Chicago I joined the Baptist Church, I
didn't know anything about holiness, I know now, that this
church is right, I wasn't taught the Bible in the Baptist
church. The preacher told me that I could do anything I was
doing before I came in the church after I joined the church
as long as I didn't go to the extreme. In the Church of God
in Christ, they teach you that you couldn't do the things
you did before the Lord saved you and I believe that is
right. There is no other way a person can live to please
God unless he lives free from sin. You can't tell lies,
steal, live in adultery, bear false witness and lust after
the things of the world (love things in the world more than
you love God) and be saved. You must stay prayerful, read
your Bible and stay among the strong people of God - the
praying mothers of the church. You have to follow your
leader and do what he tells you to do,
(2) In regard to sex, the following are exerpts from interviews with a male
and female member. Interviewee 3> is a middle aged, uneducated, very en¬
thusiastic and she states:
I joined this church because I knew that it was right,
I was sick and a Holiness man talked to me and told me that
if I came out of my sins and joined a Holiness church that
the Lord would heal my body and save me from my sins. It
certainly happened. Something came into my hands and all
over my body. It felt like a faucet in nQr stomach—it came
up and spewed over. It was a wonderful experience - why I
am just a different person. Things I used to do, well, I
just don't want to do them anymore, I used to enjoy going
to dances, night clubs and cabarets but now I just want to
live for the Lord, Oh, I have such happiness, joy and peace
and love for the people of the Lord, Some of ny friends
told me that I was crazy to change my church because all
those folks were ignorant and they just wanted my money but
I found that they didn't know what they were talicing about.
The Church of God in Christ teaches us to pay our tithes and
that the Lord will supply all our needs and He has done just
that for me. When I joined this church I was living in an
old rented flat in N, E,, but since I started paying my
tithes and living for the Lord I have been able to build a
nice house on the West Side, I truly thank God for letting
me see the light of Holiness and bringing me into this grand
old Church of God in Christ,
One can see that Interviewee 3 was drawn to the church by her sickness.
On the other hand Interviewee is a middle aged minister and he states:
I was a minister and I had been preaching to the people
to do the best they could and the Lord would bless them. One
Sunday I was at home because of a very bad cold and I was
listening to ngr radio, I had heard many people speak about
the program of the Church of God in Christ but I had never
had an opportunity to hear it, I heard the minister say that
anyone who was not living up to all the Bible said was going
to Hell, He went on to say that God had not called us to un¬
cleanness but unto righteousness and that doing the best you
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could was not enough. He said that the drunkard, the liar,
the thief and all said they were doing the best that they
could, I began to think about many of the things I heard
that morning, I got up and went down to the services and
before I knew it I was at the altar pouring out my soul to
God, A new way of living opened up to me that day, I gave
up the church I was pastoring and joined myself to the
Church of God in Christ, They told me to tarry for the Holy
Ghost and I did. About a year from the time I received that
blessed Holy Ghost I was given a good church to pastor.
Things have never been so good for me, I was driving an old
19U1 Ford when I got in this church and now I have two late
model cars and wife and all my children have clothes and
shoes and plenty of good food to eat. The Lord has really
blessed me both financially and spiritually,
(3) In regard to marital status, the following are exerpts from inter¬
views with married persons of the study population. Interviewee 5 states:
I came to Atlanta after I finished College, to try to
get a job, I had an aunt here auid she wanted me to stay
^th her, I was successful in getting a job teaching the
fourth grade in the Atlanta Public School System, I had
been a member of the Baptist Church all of ny life, in fact
I hardly knew anything about any other religions but here
at my aunt's house there was always talk of Holiness, I
knew that the people in the Baptist church weren't living
what they taught and I began to be at home when my aunt had
prayer meetings there, Ify husband and I were separated and
these people told me that if I would get saved and pray to
the Lord that He would send i^y husband back hone and give
me peace and a family for His glory, I believed in t hese
people, they had a sincere attitude so I asked God to help
me because I didn't feel that I was living a good life.
The Lord forgave me for my sins and I was saved and sancti¬
fied and later I received the baptism of the Holy Ghost and
my husband came back just as they had predicted, I wouldn't
take anything for this knowledge I now have of God and His
people.
Interviewee 6 is a young matron, nice looking, very little formal educa¬
tion, three children and she states:
Ity brother lives in Detroit, Michigan and he wrote me
that he had joined the Church of God in Christ, I didn't
pay any attention to what he said in his letter but a year
or so later he came home for a visit. He told me that I
wasn't right and that I needed to be bom again and to get
the Holy Ghost, He insisted that we take him to the Church
of God in Christ here. He was so different from what he
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was when he left here until we began to look for the church.
We found this church over here and every since that time my
life has been better. Later on my husband saw such a change
in me until he said he wanted what I had so he joined the
church and my children did too. It sure makes a much happier
home and I do thank God for it. We have been so blessed. We
lived so far from the ch\irch and it took so long to get there
and a lot of carfare but the Lord opened the way for us to
buy a nice car and we had never had one before. Every time
we need something, it seems to come from somewhere, I just
wouldn’t take anything for being in the Chvirch of God in
Christ,
Thus it can be seen that the above inteirviewees feel that the Church of
God in Christ helped them a great deeil with marital and home problems.
In regard to education, the following exerpt will give an idea of prob¬
lems and impressions of a young, sophisticated member,
I am a second generation member of the Church of God in
Christ, My parents were in the church when I was bona and
it wasn't until a few years ago that I became aware of other
denominations, I had always taken ny religion pretty much
for granted - we attended all the services unless we were
sick and I took part in all the programs etc. It was during
my senior year in college that I took a good look at the
church. The girls in my dormitory were talking about reli¬
gion but none of them seemed to know really wl^ they were
what they were, I remember experiences in n^y early child¬
hood of hqt friends getting mad at me and calling me "holy
roller" but my mother would always tell me not to feel
badly because Jesus had been called names and that we were
supposed to be a 'peculiar people'. This day in the doniii-
tory I felt superior to these girls because I knew wlgr I
belonged to the Church of God in Christ, Their answers to
the question of why they belonged to their church were in-
vari^ly that of 'because I was born in that church', or
'I was raised there' or ai^hing that was due to tradition,
I knew that I belonged to the Church of God in Christ be¬
cause of choise, I had had an experience of receiving the
Holy Ghost which made me heir to God and His church and I
had no desire to belong to any other church because of pres¬
tige and yet not have any idea about what the church do for
me spiritually, I know that I have been bom again and have
found the Lord for myself, I can rely on Him and I have a
calmness and assurance that things are right as long as I
stay with the Lord,
In regard to length of membership, the exerpts which follow will give
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some of the social problems of Interviewee 8, a member of Kinsley Temple
Church of God in Christ for five years j and Interviewee 9j at member of this
church for ten years, Inteirviewee 8 states:
I joined Union Baptist Church when I was 12 years old
and stayed there until here five years ago. It didn't look
like the people in my church were doing what they should
and I wanted to get on the right way to heaven. Our church
didn't teach Holiness and I had heard that Holiness was
right so I began to attend the Church of God in Christ be¬
cause I had heard their services on the radio. All the mem¬
bers seemed so nice and kind and glad to have me come to
their church. They invited me to the morning prayer services
and someone was always willing to sit down and talk with me
and answer all my questions. One night the Lord showed me
in a vision that Holiness was right and gave me the first
chapter of Romans to read, 'For I am not ashamed of the gos¬
pel of Chirst, for it is the.power of God xmto salvation to
every one that believeth,' I read it and soon after I re¬
ceived the Holy Ghost, I feel like a new person now, I had
always been kind of sickly but I feel better than I ever felt
in my life and so many good things have come to me that I
couldn't begin to tell them all.
Interviewee 9, is a well dressed, intelligent member of ten years auid
she states:
I was just tied of sin. You might say I was 'sin-sick'
but the Lord healed me through the prayers of the "saints".
This church has meant life to me, I was sick and on my way
to Hell when the "saints" began to pray for me. The doctors
had given me up to die but there on my sick bed I asked God
to spare me and told Him that I would live for Him, Every
since I made Him that promise I have been up and working in
the Church of God in Christ, As soon as I got out of bed, I
went to church and straight to the altar, the Lord immediately
baptized me with the Holy Ghost and I have been truly living
for Him, I am just sorry that I wasted so much of my life
with people who didn't mean me any good, I use to live pretty
good, I thought, I owned my own home and had most of the
things I thought I wanted but I didn't know what it was to
have joy in my life or what it was to experience satisfactions
frcHu giving and doing for other people. Our pastor tells us
to give until it hurts and I have learned how to give things,
money or whatever is needed, that I need myself and then let
God supply my needs. He hasn't failed me yet and I know He
never will just as long as I fulfill my vow to Him, I know
He will bless me.
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY
The summation of the data on the study population of 200 members of
HLnsley Temple Church of God in Christ falls into the following categories:
Data on the origin, organizationsil structure and membership of a Negro reli¬
gious faith in a contemporary southern urban community. The chief aims were
(l) the social characteristics of the membershipj (2) personal and social
orientations of the membershipj and (3) the personal and social adaptations.
The effort here wa^ to gather, arrange, order, and analyze data that
wotild shed light upon the following problems:
a. The factors associated with the selective pulls of the church's
spectacular growth in membership,
b. The satisfactions afforded the individuals who belong to the church,
c. The kinds of voluntary associational grouping and their functions
within the church,
A series of correlary questions that are sociologically relevant to this
investigation are:
a. What is the influence of this church in the lives of the older and
of the younger members?
b. What differences, if any, can be found in the social characteristics
between older and younger members?
c. To what extent does this church control the lives of its members,
d. What adaptations has the church had to make in order to hold its
members and gain new ones?
The data for this study were collected through the techniques of (1)
participant observation, (2) interviewing, (3) the con^ailation of statisti-




These data reveal that some of the factors associated with the selective
pulls of this church are sickness, destitution, an vinexplainable longing,
and a desire for a knowledge of the Bible, This church places a great deal
of emphasis on faith, and healing prayers are an integral part of each ser¬
vice, Members are taught that nothing is too hard for God, therefore if an
individual can furnish the faith, God will heal all manner of diseases.
Many of the interviewees stated that they selected this particular
church because of the conditions they were in and the assistance that was
given them by the church, both financially and spiritually. The members
are taught that one cannot administer help to the souls of men until their
physical needs are attended to.
Other interviews revealed that a great many of the present members se¬
lected this church because they had an unexplainable longing within them¬
selves, This longing sent them from church to church looking for something,
they knew not what. After joining Hinsley Tensile Church of God in Christ
and receiving the baptism of the Holy Ghost, that longing was satisfied.
Several interviewees stated that they selected this particular church
becaiise they always wanted to know and understcind the Bible, In this
church they found that the minister was not always preaching about streets
being paved with gold but that he took the Bible and explained it verse by
verse so plain that even a child could understand it.
All of the members of Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ stated
that their greatest satisfaction is that of knowing, for the first time,
that they are surely saved. Before coming to this church the interviewees
stated that they weren't sure of salvation because they would participate
in things that they knew were wrong. Now since the Lord Jesus has come into
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their lives they do not sin because the Holy Ghost keeps them daily.
As in all churches one finds many voluntary associational groupings
within the Hinsley Temple Church of God in Christ, These groupings are as
follows: Usher Boards, Mother's Board, Sewing Circle, Helping Hand, Sunday
School, Missionary Board, Home and Foreign Missions, Young People's Willing
Workers, The Radio Committee, Field Workers, Purity Class, Sunshine Band,
Choirs, Prayer Bands and Personal Workers, All new members are urged to
make an early selection of one of these groupings so as to get a feeling
of belonging.
The influence of this church in the lives of the older and younger mem¬
bers is quite extensive. First of all belonging to one or more of the vari¬
ous auxiliaries is very time consuming. Most of these auxiliaries meet at
least twice a month, some of them weekly, therefore the church is open every
day and at least five nights a week. Using the phrase 'all that I need is
in Jesus' the young people are constantly constrained to attend service
every time it is possible.
This chtirch makes every effort to control the lives of its members.
They are taught first to pay tithes and give a liberal offering to God.
Then home ownership is stressed, A real child of God will let his light
shine in the community, on the job, in the street, at home and everywhere,
so says the doctrine of the church.
The most obvious adaptation which the church has had to make in order
to hold its members and gain new ones is that of the acceptance of a member
by his testimony or stated desire to become a member. In the infancy of the
church one had to have a spiritual experience that included the speaking with
tongues this being witnesses to by several members before being accepted in
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the church. Other adaptations would include the change in wearing
apparel, straightening of women's hair, and keeping young people in the
church even though they participate in vAiat is known as worldly affairs.
The summation of the statistical data on the study population re¬
vealed:
1. That the church popvilation is made up predominantly of members
ranging from ten to forty-nine years of age
2. That a greater percentage of the membership is married
3. That the mean educational level was that of high school
4. That the greatest number of the study pop-ulation is employed
in industry
5. That the average monthly income is between two-hundred and
fifty and three hundred dollars
6. That the average size of the family is four
7. That the largest number of the study population has lived in
Atlanta for a period of fifteen to nineteen years
8. That the greatest percentage of the study population have been
members of the church for five to fourteen years
9. That the majority of the members formerly belonged to the
Baptist Church.
First impressions of the study population clearly indicated the im¬
portance of singing to the congregation with of the study group show¬
ing a preference in this area. This preference leads in all age groups
of the study population. By sex there is an increased preference for
preaching by the male study population. Interesting is the fact that
thou^ shouting is reputed by lay and outside groups to be of great
import, the study population places no such importance on this aspect of
the religious service with only eight per cent of the study population
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showing this preference.
In response to the question of how members heard of the church
29.5 per cent heard of the church throu{^ relatives whereas twenty-nine
per cent heard of the church through their radio program.
The Church of God in Christ seemingly furnishes its members with
a foundation which eradicates frustration, anger, fear and insecurity.
They do not accept failure for they are taught that there is no failure
















1# Pastor - Has oversight of all ineinbers# Authority to call and preside
over all meetings spiritual or temporal*
2* Administrative Staff - Composite of Heads of all auxilllaries • Duty
is to help determine policies on any issue which arises,
3* Tnistee Board - For transacting business such as buying and selling
of property,
U* Usher Board - Meet people entering, give literature and see to general
comfort,
5* Deacon Board - Superintend the tenporal affairs of the church,
6, Ministers and Deacon's Wives Circle - Organized for purpose of learning
how to be wives to honored men,
7* Mother's Board - Duty to teach younger women, officiate at communion
services and be a help to all in every way,
8, Sewing Circle - Encourage art and needlework,
9, Helping Hand - Dispense clothing to the needy,
10, Sunday School - Seizes to afford intelligence to those who study and
learn the word of God,
11, Missionary Board - Duty is to evangelize and spiritualize the church,
12, Home and Foreign - Provide funds for missions,
13* P, W, W, - Young People's Willing Worker to give training in Christian
activity and expression through leadership.
lU. Radio Committee - To provide finances for broadcasting of services,
15. Field Workers - Collect funds from advertisers,
16. Purity Class - For girls and boys from 12 to l6 years,
17. Director of Music - To provide music for all services,
18. Choirs
19. Sunshine Band - Encourage children from 0-11 and give them religious
training,
20. Prayer Band - Keep church alive through daily prayer services through¬
out city. Visit sick.
21. Personal Workers - Homes, jails, etc,
22. Youth for Christ - Utilization of leisure time of youth of church,
23. Monthly Youth Forums - Daily Vacation Bible School - Day Nursery,












3» Formal Education: (Circle years completed under each item)
a* Elementary School 123ii5678
b. High School 1 2 3 U 5
c. College 12 3k
d. University 123
i|.. What is your occupation, or kind of work?__
Are you the head of your household?^
(If answer is no, state your relationship)
6« How marqr are in your family?
7* Place a check under the number which is near your monthly income.
Under $100.00 $100 to $150 $1^0 to $200 $200 to $250 $2^0 to $300
$300 to $3^0 $350 to $U00 $U00 to $U50 $U50 to $500 $500 and over.
8, How long have you lived in Atlanta?
9, Do you live in an Apartment? Private Dwelling?
10, Do you Rent? Own?
11, How long have you been a member of Hinsley Temple?
12. Did you belong to another church before you joined Hinsley Temple? ___
What denomination?__
13. How did you hear aboxit this church?




15» How has this church helped you with any problems you may have had.
(Check one) Has the church given you:
a. Specific help with all problems?
b. General help with all problems?
c. Help with few major problems only?
d. Help with minor problems only?
e« No help at all?
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